Minnesota Dairy Goat Association

Gopher Goat Gossip

Serving Dairy Goat Owners Since 1971 Second Quarter, 2016

Legend has it that a goat herder named Kaldi noticed that when his goats ate
a certain red cherry from a naturally growing local plant they were more
energetic and frisky.

Curiosity overtook Kaldi and he decided to give the cherry a try. Soon after
he found himself highly energetic and even happy!
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Treasurer: Bonnie Augustine— 2450 Manning Ave. N. Lake
Elmo, MN 55042 651-779-0049, pairadoes@aol.com

Board members

Lauren Schifsky— 6868 Jamaica Ave N, Stillwater, MN 55082
651-770-0206 aubreysacres@yahoo.com

Keith Allen 11287 485th St, Kenyon, MN 5946, 507-317-
0784, haycreeks@yahoo.com

Lawrence Marquette 457 Dempsey Ave NW, Buffalo, MN
55313- 612-280-8929, Ipmarquette@yahoo.com

Melissa Czeck 429 125th Ave, Holdingford, MN 56340,
320-290-3951. czeckfarm(@yahoo.com

Brian McCann 17442 100th Ave, Milaca, MN 56353, 763-
229-7294, bkmccamm(@ frontiernet.net
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Membership Renewal for
2014: $20.00

To renew your membership for MDGA, send your

information to the following address:
Bonnie Augustine
2450 Manning Ave. N. Lake ElImo, MN 55042
651-779-0049, pairadoes@aol.com

MDGAYAHOO COMMUNITY SITE
talk about issues, ask questions, and use like the barter
board.
How to get to the MDGA Yahoo list:
1. Go to www.yahoo.com
2.  Under menu, go to groups
3. Search for MDGA or goats

If you’d like to have your MDGA membership listed 4. Join by signing up!
on the MDGA web page, check “yes” for permission
on the membership form. You can also link your

MDGA DVD:
"Dairy Goat Grooming & Showmanship"

Produced by the Minnesota Dairy Goat Association
This video illustrates correct showmanship skills, in-
cluding a variety of handling maneuvers with in-depth
discussion and explanations. It also demonstrates rec-
ommended fitting and grooming techniques including
clipping and hoof trimming.
DVD: $20.00 each, including shipping/handling. Or-
der online (@ www.minnesotagoats.org.

homepage for a fee of $5.00, payable with your
membership dues.

CHECK OUT THE MDGA WEBSITE!!!
http://minnesotagoats.org

Check us out of Facebook!!
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From the president:

I hope everyone’s summer has started well. Like most of you, I am
always concerned about heat stress in my does. I want to make sure they
keep looking and feeling their best so they continue to make and still look
nice to show. Be sure to read the tips in the Vet Corner on how to keep your
goats happy and healthy.

Attention YOUTH!!! We are looking for applicants to be our next
Outstanding youth. An application with all the information needed is
included in this newsletter.

On behalf of the Minnesota Dairy Goat Association board of directors
and members, we would like to send out a huge congratulations to the
Maefsky family. They were the first dairy goat farmers to be inducted into
the Minnesota Livestock Breeders Association Hall of Fame. I am very
proud & appreciative for Vincent and Christine and all they’ve contributed
to the dairy goat community. Thank you!

Be sure to check out the upcoming shows in the area. It is a great
place to connect with fellow goat breeders.

Plans are also in the works for our next Annual Conference. It is being
planned for November 19th in Ruttan Hall (same location as always).

Our association lost a great member in the last month. RJ Nohr died
unexpectedly while doing chores at his home. RJ and his wife Bev were
long time members of the MDGA, as well as long time advocates of the
dairy goat industry. We will miss seeing him in the show rings. He will be
greatly missed by many.

I would like to wish all those traveling to Harrisburg, the best of luck
and safe travels. It is a long stressful trip for both the humans and goats.

Casey Prochniak
MDGA President



Vet Corner

Have a vet related question? Submit your question to the editor.

Heat Stress and Dairy Goats

With the warm, humid weather soon upon us, it forces owners to turn their effort and emphasis on keeping dairy
goats cool and comfortable. Most dairy producers tend to think about reducing heat stress for lactating
does — with good reason. However, young stock can also benefit from improved heat abatement strategies.

Goats do best when the thermonuetral zone, the temperature range where the animal is the most productive
with least stress, is between 32 to 78°F. Above 78°F, goats must burn more energy to drive off heat from the
body by increasing respiratory rate. There is reduced feed intake and less of the nutrients consumed are used for
growth. A further consequence is that goats can then experience a rise in body temperature, rapid dehydration,
and a weakened immune system.

Signs of heat stress in dairy goats include: rapid respiration/panting, open-mouth breathing, decreased feed
intake, increased water consumption, reduced movement, desire for more shade, and lack of coordination.

The consequences of heat stress in kids won't be noticed immediately as with milking does, but reduced growth
rate of kids and poor health are costly to any operation. The following practices help to
reduce heat stress in dairy goats.

Begin heat abatement before the heat starts:

Supply ample amounts of readily available cool, clean, fresh water. Water helps with dehydration and
also helps cool the goat internally. When it's hot, a heat-stressed animals can consume twice the water
per day.

Increase airflow and air exchange to provide adequate fresh air that is free from noxious gases and airborne
particles that can directly affect the immune system. Improper ventilation can cause respiratory problems,
reduced feed intake and cause long-term effects.

Reduce stocking density. Make housing adjustments or changes in location that will lower the ambient
temperature to help prevent elevated body temperature.

Provide fresh grain/feed daily to ensure good intakes during the hot weather.

Perform stressful activities (such as moving, grouping, handling, vaccinating, dehorning) early in the
morning.

Although studies related to the effect of heat stress in dairy goats are very limited, common sense suggests all
dairy goats will benefit from using heat stress abatement methods. Keeping goats within their thermal neutral
zone during hot weather will keep them comfortable and healthy.
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Choosing Your Show Doe
By Alex Coe, 2016 MDGA Outstanding Youth

When choosing a doe whether it’s a kid or a senior doe there are a few key issues to
look for and good qualities to select.

Doe kids are harder to pick out the desirable traits then in senior does. Being smaller
in size and stature the kids can show good traits but these traits may not stay until
they are adults. The first traits that I look for in doe kids is a flat topline and level-

ness through the rump, this means that the doe doesn’t have a flat back and then just
a steep slope after the hip bone, it means that the flatness continues from the shoul-
der blades all the way to the rump. Then I look at how they stand on their feet and
legs, the doe should stand up on her pasterns and have good angulation in her hind

legs.

For senior does it’s a little bit easier to find flaws and good qualities. After the does
have matured they show most of the traits they have and will pass on to their proge-
ny. In does I look at teat structure, if the doe has kidded previously, topline, feet and
legs, blending through the front end assembly. The teat structure should be medium
sized teats with orifices (opening at the bottom of teat) that allow good milk flow
and also keep milk in the udder. Like in doelings the topline should be flat from
shoulder blades to the rump and the feet and legs should be angular and the doe
should stand up on her pasterns. Blending through the front end assembly means that
you look for how well the does neck blends into the shoulders, is it a smooth blend
where you can’t see where her neck and shoulders meet or is there a distinct break
between he neck and shoulder area.

All does and goats can be different so not all does will be exactly like the best trait
could be. I look for the does to be as close to these traits as I can. Another way to get
does with traits that are desirable is to selectively breed for those traits.



MDGA Outstanding Youth Application Guidelines
2016-2017

1. Contestants must be between 16-21 years of age as of January 1 of the year they will
serve.

2. Contestants must reside in the State of Minnesota. The only exception will be those
contestants who live outside the state for the sole purpose of being a full-time student.

3. Contestant or a parent of the contestant must be a member of the Minnesota Dairy
Goat Association in good standing.

4. Contestants must be knowledgeable about dairy goats.

5. Contestants must be sponsored by a dairy goat club, farm, business organization or
family.

6. Contestants should include two letters of recommendation from non-family members.

7. A written application is required accompanied by a $10 non-refundable application fee
must accompany the application. Contestants must submit a resume, which includes
their name, address, age, interests/hobbies, a short history of their dairy goat
involvement and a recent photograph. Applications are due no later than June 30™, 2016.
Late applications will not be accepted.

Applications may be mailed via the postal service or emailed.

Mail to: Michelle Scheglowski
2391 300" St. W.
Northfield, MN 55057
Or Email: NURSERNMN@MSN.COM

8. After applications have been received, a selection committee will conduct oral
interviews to determine a winner. The representative will be chosen based on their
interest in the dairy goat industry, personality and their resume.

9. The MDGA Outstanding Youth and a Runner-Up will be announced at the
Minnesota State Fair Open Dairy Goat Show Awards ceremony.

10. Questions should be directed to Youth Committee co-chairs:
Rodney Coe: coezacresnubians@yahoo.com Michelle Scheglowski:
nursernmn@msn.com
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2016-2017 MDGA Outstanding Youth Application

DUE NO LATER THAN 6/30/16
This form can also be found online at www.minnesotagoats.org

Name:
Date of Birth:
Address:

Phone/Email:
Grade next Fall:
Name(s) of Parent(s)/Guardian:

Hobbies:
School/Community Activities:

Number of years in 4-H / F.F.A:
Projects involved in and number of years:

How many years have you been involved with MDGA/ADGA?

What is has been your MDGA involvement thus far?

What breed(s) of goats do you raise and how many goats do you have?

Why do you want to become the MDGA Outstanding Youth for 2016-2017?

*Please mail or email completed application and $10 application fee to:
Michelle Scheglowski
2391 300" St. W. Northfield, MN 55057
7 NURSERNMN@MSN.COM



MINNESOTA DAIRY GOAT ASSOCIATION
ANNUAL SPRING MEMBERSHIP MEETING/POTLUCK
SATURDAY, APRIL 23, 2016
12:30 PM at Reinkeke Park, Milaca, MN

In Attendance: Casey Prochniak, Adam Prochniak, Melissa Czeck, Michelle Ruedy, Bonnie Augustine, Michelle Scheglowski, Diana
Miels, Morgan Allen, Andi Strusz, Cynthia Rico, Diana Rico, Marlene Hunt, Tracy Hunt, Rick Hokanson, Brian McCann

Youth in Attendance: Katie Czeck, Quinn Czeck, Mason Allen

The meeting was called to order (after lunch) at 1:45 pm by President Casey Prochniak.

Secretary’s Report: The most recent minutes were included in the GGG and mailed out to all members for review prior to the meeting.
Brian motioned to approve the secretarybs report. Marl ene
Treasurer’s Report: was read by Treasurer Bonnie Augustine. Current balance in the general fund is $28,361.01. The Futurity account
holds $1972.71. Future expenditures include; youth show, insurance and MLBA Purple Ribbon Scholarship. Discussion was had regarding
the MLBA donation and whether it can be directed toward certain species. It was also noted that Keith Allen will be stepping down as
MLBA liaison. Mel i ssa motioned to donate $300 to the MLBA Purple
seconded the mot i 8annic will Bshee $300akick to the MLIBASPsrigedRibbon Auction with a note requesting it be
utilized for the market dairy wether(s).

Committee Reports:

l. Show Committee:
A. National Show: ADGA National Show will be held in Harrisburg, PA, July 2-9, 2016 and in Madison, Wl in 2017.

B. Local Shows: Portage, Wl May 21. Little Falls, June 4. Huron & MDGA Youth Show, June 11. Mora, June 25,
Quad State Classic, July 16. Olmsted County, 7/30. Dakota County August 8.

C. Minnesota State Fair: Trinity Smith will judge the Minnesota State Fair Open Show this year. As usual, it will
be held over Labor Day Weekend. Adam and Melissa met with the MN State Fair Competitions Department,
Mark Boorsma and Greg Harder, to discuss concerns/ideas/improvements surrounding the dairy goat show.
Most notably, stalling/space issues were discussed. The open class rabbit/poultry shows have been changed.
Utilizing a portion of this space and/or the horse barn has been entertained but not confirmed at this time.
Improvements may also include a milk dump/equipment washing station. The online entry system was
discussed. Vehicle/trailer staging will potentially be occurring in the Canfield Lot ordered by species as well as
additional traffic control officers directing pedestrian traffic near the cattle barn. Additional details will follow
via the state fair correspondence. Andi discussed the age parameters of some of the classes being adjusted
(ie; yearling classes/birth dates) Melissa will follow up with an email to Mark Boorsma regarding examining
those dates and the number of goats in these classes. Overall, the Competitions Department was very
receptive to concerns and recognized that dairy goats have consistently been increasing in numbers across the
board, not merely on a show level but industry wide.

Il. Publicity Committee: Discussion was had regarding state fair promotion/publicity/education displays. The posters
that were introduced last year were deemed successful by those in attendance. Michelle S. brought up the idea of
looking at ordering dairy goat informational posters through MN Farm Bureau. Those in attendance also agreed that
the “Virtual | Milked a Goat Booth” should be utilized this year. Storage on the fairgrounds for this wooden goat/stand
was explored as well. Casey brought up an idea of asking several herds, spread throughout the barn, volunteer to add
promotion/education on their stalls. Michelle R. introduced the idea of an “aisle of breeds” on the front entry wall
space, representing each of the dairy goat breeds. Michelle S. will follow up on presenting the board with the cost/
samples of the dairy goat promotion posters/banners offered through MN Farm Bureau.

JJ. I Conference Committee: The 2016 MDGA Annual Conference will be held November 19”‘, 2016 at the same
location on the University of MN campus. Discussion was made regarding the process of consigning goat kids for the
auction versus donating them. The committee sought feedback regarding the idea of an application process for those
wishing to partake in consigning an animal to the auction. Those application submissions would be committed for
review.

Iv. Youth Committee: The MDGA Youth Show will be held June 11, 2016 at the Benton County Fairgrounds. Bev
Nohr and Peter Smith will judge the event. Registration forms will be sent in the next issue of the GGG. Bonnie
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issued a check to the Benton County Ag Society, in the amount $75.00, to cover the cost of hosting this event. The
2016-17 MDGA Outstanding Youth Scholarship application is due June 30™. Michelle S. will submit updated
application and guideline pages to Michelle R. for inclusion in the next GGG and will contact Doug to update the
website with links to these forms as well. Discussion was made regarding the jackets to be issued to the winner of
the MDGA Outstanding Youth scholarship. A proposed design submitted by MDGA Youth member Alex Coe was
discussed. Through discussion, it was determined the design was likely too stitch intensive, thus driving up the cost
of each jacket considerably. Diana Miels mentioned that in years past, youth winners were taken to the vendors at
the Coliseum on the fairgrounds and were given a set budget to have a logo and/or their name put on a jacket.
Melissa and Michelle S. will follow up on current costs via Coliseum vendors, during 4-H encampment weekend
and will report to the board with a range of pricing. Both the 2014-15 and 2015-16 scholarship recipients have yet
to receive their jackets. Discussion was made regarding a future 4-H judges’ training. MDGA may wish to partner
with 4-H on this endeavor. This idea was tabled pending discussion with Brad Rugg.

V. By-Laws and Policies Committee: Discussion was made regarding the recent proposed by-law changes. It was
determined that Article VI, Section 2, should keep the word “meeting” and add the word “of” after the word
“transaction,” to read: The general membership shall hold an annual meeting for the transaction of Corporation
business. ¢ NI O8 Y2o2Yy SRl IOKOYIBaGKSE Ay RAOIGSRO L 2YY
LI & ACS& ill see that the by-law changes are updated on the MDGA website.

VL. Development Committee: No report.

VII. Gopher Goat Gossip (GGG): Editor Michelle Ruedy requested article submission from all board members as
previously discussed. A new GGG editor is needed as Michelle R. will be stepping down from this position at the
end of the year.

Old Business:

J.

Buck Collection: MDGA is on the BioGenics list to be collected this fall. The location is yet to be determined.
Melissa volunteered to host. Further information to follow.

Il. MDGA By-Laws: as previously mentioned above, the proposed changes to the by-laws were voted on and
approved. Changes will be noted on the MDGA website.

Online-store: the MDGA online store has been “taken down” for the time being. Further discussion on utilizing
this store was tabled for future discussion. Casey will follow up on the future utilization of the online store.

Treasurer Audit: Casey discussed the need for an audit on our current Treasurer’s books. Discussion was made
surrounding possible sources for auditors. Bonnie will contact an accountant and report proposed estimated
costs for audit to the board. The audit will be scheduled pending approval by the board.

New Business:

T-shirts/New Logo: Discussion was made regarding whether MDGA should pursue a new logo design. It was
generally considered that the organization has had the same logo for a number of years and members were
open to looking at a new design. Brian and Casey agreed to lead a Logo/T-shirt committee and report back to
the board with cost and design options.

Bonnie motioned to adjourn the meeting. Brian seconded the

Respectfully submitted by: Mi chell e Schegl owski, MDGA Secr ¢



Dairy Goat Farmers Inducted I nto
Hal | of Fame

The Minnesota Livestock Breeders Association inducted Vincent and Christine
Maefsky into the MLBA Hall of Fame on Thursday, March 17th, 2016. Their picture
and acknowledgement of their contribution to Minnesota's Livestock Industry will be

permanently on display in Haecker Hall on the University of Minnesota St. Paul
Campus, along with all other distinguished recipients of this recognition. Vincent and
Christine were introduced to the assembled members of the Association by Doug
Thompson, after which Vincent and Christine provided acceptance comments and
generous thanks to family, friends, and all those who helped them along the
way. Those presentations are linked below. Congratulations to Vincent and Christine
and their family for this tremendous award that makes all of us in the Minnesota Dairy
Goat Association very proud.

Upcoming Shows and Events
June 11-12, 2016 Tri-State Classic Dairy Goat Show, West Salem, WI. 4 rings. Jennifer Lohman-Peterson, Jenn
Tereba, Josh Kaplewski & John Pfieler. http://tristateclassic.webs.com/

June 11, 2016—SD Goat Show, Huron, SD. 3 rings, 1 day. Cameron Jodlowski, Jay Rudolph & Tessa Maggiulla,
find more info on Facebook at the South Dakota Goat Show page.

June 25/26 Mid-Minnesota Classic—Mora, MN 2 rings, 2 days. Anna Thompson-Hajdik & Emily Thompson Forms at
http://moragoatshow.webs.com/ ENTRIES DUE SOON!!!
July 16, 2016 Quad State Classic, Sioux Center, [A—Yvonne Blosser & Todd Harp http://quadstateclassic.webs.com

September 18-19, 2016—Minnesota Goat Ladies Show (Bluff Country), Caledonia, MN. 4 Ring. Tom Considine, Jay
Rudolph, Justin Lesniak & Jeremy Lesniak. For more info contact Marge Kitchin goatgifts@gmail.com.
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Save the Date

2016 MDGA Annual Fall
Conference
November 19th, 2016
Ruttan Hall, University of
MN, St Paul Campus
Watch our Facebook page,
emails and our next
newsletters for more details.

SAVE THE DATE

June 26, 2016, 12-3 pm

40th Wedding Anniversary Open House
honoring

Mark and Annette Jaeger

Zion Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall
608 Highland Dr. W, Winthrop, MN
55396
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We think about you always, we talk about you still,

you have never been forgotten, and you never ever
will.

We hold you close within our hearts, and there you
will remain,

to walk with us throughout our lives until we meet
again.

Mom, Dad, Carla, Steve, Madelyn & Mason
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