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Dear Members, 

Even though it’s not  fall yet, the bucks are 

telling me it getting close.  It’s the time of year  

where we get excited about the cooler weath-

er, the absence of bugs and  the breedings we 

have carefully planned  Not to be outdone by 

the creeping feeling of  all the preparations 

for winter.  But for now, I will enjoy. 

 

This issue includes : 

 Annual Conference Announcement 

 Results of the annual financial audit 

 Production Awards 

 Outstanding Youth application and  respon-

sibilities 

 

There will be an October issue that will in-

clude information on Board nominees and 

Conference information. 

Is a mountain goat a hillbilly?  



 

2020 Annual  

Minnesota Goat Conference 
Nov 7th. 9-11am  

(To be held via Zoom) 

Topics outlined:  

 Why your doe isn’t cycling 

 Why your doe is not settling 

 Causes of abortion or early embryonic loss 

 Information on drugs/ medications used in reproduction 

 How to tell if a doe may be a freemartin  

More information available in the October issue of the GGG 



  

 

 

 

Audit Report for the Minnesota Dairy Goat Association 

Calendar Year 2019 

 

An internal audit of the 2019 financial records of the Minnesota Dairy Association 

(MDGA) was conducted on August 29th, 2020, by MDGA members Marjorie Kitchen, 

Karyl Dronen, and Doug Thompson with the cooperation of MDGA Treasurer, Laura 

Kieser. Two documents of recommendations for auditing a nonprofit organization 

were used as guidance for conducting the audit. The first was “Preparing for An Audit” 

authored by Vicki Boatright, a nonprofit fund accountant, church financial advisor, and 

editor of the website: http://www.freechurchaccounting.com. The second was 

“Checklist to Assess Financial Activities in Nonprofit Organizations,” as made available 

by the Greater Twin Cities United Way.   

The first of these two recommended which documents should be reviewed. Based on this, we 

asked Laura Kieser to provide the following: 

Listing of all accounts, including any special use accounts 

All financial statements for each month of the year 2018, plus December 2017 & January 

2019 

Reconciliation records for that same period 

Bank and Investment Account Statements 

Print outs of all transactions for the entire year 

Access to MDGA’s online banking site, PayPal, and QuickBooks online accounting 

In addition, we reviewed the policies and procedures for financial records and the Treasurer, 

as provided in the MDGA Constitution and By-Laws (2016 Revision); the insurance policy of 

MDGA; and a verification of the IRS 990 form for nonprofits.   

The Checklist we used as a guide listed 33 elements to review and provided a priority rating of 

each item as either E = Essential, R = Recommended, or A = Additional to strengthen organiza-

tional activities. Further, we assigned each item a score of either: Met, Needs Work, or N/A = 

Not Applicable.  A copy of that document follows in this report. 

Laura fully and promptly cooperated with all our requests for information. She utilizes online 

QuickBooks accounting and online banking with Frandsen Bank in Jordan, Minnesota, so it was 

relatively easy to access and track all transactions and reconciliations for the months consid-

ered. In addition, we had been provided a copy of the financial reports to the Board of Direc-

tors for the year. 

http://www.freechurchaccounting.com


No irregularities were found and all records, reports, and reconciliations that we reviewed 

were in order.  Laura continues to do an outstanding job as Treasurer.  We do have the follow-

ing recommendations to address some of the issues raised by our review and completion of 

the Checklist from the Greater Twin Cities United Way: 

The MDGA should prepare an annual budget, which would be set and annually reviewed by 

the Board. We have provided a draft budget for the Board to review and revise.  

 

The MDGA should continue to develop their written fiscal policy and procedures that in-

cludes a set of internal controls for the “handling of cash and deposits, “approval over 

spending and disbursements” (Checklist Items #16, 17, & 18) and the secure sharing of 

logins and passwords with at least one other MDGA member.  

 

The Constitution and By-Laws should also be updated to reflect any changes in policy and 

procedures, such as the handling of Futurity funds.   

 

At least two forms of timely data back-up (online & offline) should be implemented, if not 

already in place 

 

Put in place from last year’s audit were bonding for the treasurer and compensation for 

the work of the treasurer 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Marjorie Kitchen    

Karyl Dronen    

Doug Thompson  

 

 

*** Full audit report is available upon request 



EASY BAKED GOAT 
TREATS 

Prep Time: 15-20 minutes 

Bake Time: 20 minutes 

Ingredients: 

1 cup steam rolled oats or quick cook oats 

1 cup flour (whole wheat, rye, etc.) 

1 cup sunflower hearts or other seeds 

2 spoonfuls peanut butter 

1/4 cup molasses 

1/4 cup water (adjust to desired consistency) 

Preheat oven to 350. Mix your flour, oats, and seeds together. Add 2 large spoonfuls of peanut butter and 1/4 

cup molasses or honey. Add a little water, until batter is a crumbly paste. Squish small balls of batter into rough 

cookie shapes and place on a baking tray, bake in preheated oven for 20 minutes.  

 



Most animals are susceptible to Quercus poisoning, although cattle and sheep are affected most 

often. Most species of oak  found in North America are considered toxic. Clinical signs occur 3–7 

days after consumption of large quantities of young oak leaves in the spring or green acorns in the 

fall. Fallen trees associated with a recent storm are often reported with outbreaks. Feed restriction 

before exposure plays a crucial role enhancing susceptibility. Mortality as high as 70% may be seen. 

Malformed calves and abortions have been reported in dams consuming acorns during the second 

trimester of pregnancy.   

Signs include anorexia, depression, emaciation, brisket edema, dehydration, rumen 

stasis, tenesmus, smell of ammonia on the breath, serous ocular or nasal discharge, 

polydipsia, polyuria, hematuria, icterus, and constipation followed by mucoid to hem-

orrhagic diarrhea. Renal insufficiency, which is evident 4–6 days after exposure, may 

be characterized by increased BUN and creatinine, proteinuria, glucosuria, hyperbiliru-

binuria, hyperphosphatemia, hypocalcemia, and urine with a low specific gravity.   

Diagnosis is based on clinical findings, necropsy, history, 

and histopathologic examination of the kidney . Other 

common diseases that resemble oak poisoning include 

pigweed poisoning, aminoglycoside antibiotic poisoning, 

oxalate poisoning, and ochratoxicosis.  

ACORN POISIONING 



 

Helpful Hints and Tricks 

Boot  
Storage  
Ideas 



 

 

Achievement Awards 

2,500 lbs. of milk in the most recent completed lactation of no more than 305 

days. 

Zenica 
SG FSF Bentley Zenica 3*M 
Total lbs.: 3220   

DIM: 272   

Total BF 101   

Total Prot:  92 

Owned By Laura & Chris  Keiser 

SG FSF Kojack Milan 12*M  
Total lbs.: 3109 

DIM: 237 

Total BF: 108 

Total Prot:  83 
Owned By Laura & Chris  Keiser 

Regel Katan Farm Kuiper Belt  

Total lbs..: 3040 

DIM: 281 

Total BF: 107  

Total Prot: 89 

Owned by Barb &  Steve Adams 



MDGA YOUTH PAGE 

 

 1. Contestants must be between 16 and 19 years of age as of January 1 of 2021.  

2. Contestants must reside in the State of Minnesota. The only exception will be those 

contestants who live outside the state for the sole purpose of being a full-time stu-

dent.  

3. Contestants or a parent of the contestant must be a member of the Minnesota Dairy 

Goat Association.  

4. Preference given to students who have not been selected  

4. Contestants must be sponsored by a dairy goat club, farm, business organization, 

or family  

5. Contestants must be knowledgeable about dairy goats.  

6. An application, resume, bio and 2 letters of recommendation are required. The can-

didate must submit a resume, which includes their name, address, age, interests, hob-

bies, a short history of dairy goat involvement and a recent photograph. 2 letters of 

recommendation are required and may be sent with the application or directly from the 

person writing the recommendation. All application materials are due December 31, 

2020.  

7. Applications are to be sent to Larry Marquette; 457 Dempsey Ave NW, Buffalo MN 

55313 or lpmarquette@yahoo.com. If you have questions, call Larry at 612-280-8929.  

8. A Selection Committee may conduct an oral interview to determine a winner. The 

representative will be chosen based on their interest in the dairy goat industry, person-

ality, their resume and two recommendations written by persons other than a family 

member.  

9. The winner and a runner-up will be announced as soon as the selection is made in 

early January.  



 

1. Assist the State Fair Youth Committee.  

2. The outstanding Youth will represent the MDGA at the Minnesota State Fair Youth 

and Open Dairy Goat Shows, MN State Show, and other regional shows as they are 

able.  

3. Assist with awards ceremonies at the Minnesota State Fair Shows. 

4. Promote and assist with the youth at the MDGA’s informative Goat Booth at the Min-

nesota State Fair.  

5. Provide dairy promotions through newspaper articles, radio interviews, and other 

media, or attending and/or speaking at special events as requested.  

6. The Outstanding Youth and runner-up must wear an official name badge when act-

ing in official capacity.  

7. The selected Outstanding Youth must present an oral year-end report at the Fall 

General Membership meeting. 

8. The MDGA agrees to underwrite the mileage one-way, from home to any associa-

tion sponsored function that the Outstanding Youth is asked or required to attend. 

9.  If the Outstanding Youth attends the ADGA Annual Convention, the MDGA will 

sponsor them, but they must participate in the ADGA Youth Contest.  

10.  A $250.00 scholarship or a $250.00 stipend towards ADGA National Convention 

attendance will be provided.  

11. The Outstanding youth will receive an MDGA T-Shirt and polo shirt.  

12.  In the event that the winner is unable to fulfill his/her duties, the runner-up will as-

sume the responsibilities.  



 

Where do you live?   

 

How long have you been raising goats?   

 

What breeds do you have?  

 

Why do you raise dairy goats?  

 

Tell us about your farm?  

 

Give us 1 "Helpful Hint" or piece of advice   

 

Member Spotlight 

Getting to know members, one farm at a time! 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

September 2 – December 31 

Discount period begins for renewal of ADGA 2021 regular membership 

 

November 7— Annual Minnesota Goat Conference 

 

December 31 — MDGA Outstanding Youth Application Due 

 

The preferred ADGA tattoo letter for kids born in 2020 is M  

 

2020 


